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Mary Rees Freeman: “if you do everything to the best of your abilities, 
and stick to it, Life is pretty satisfying.”

Mary

 To know Mary is to also know she is not 
interested in si�ng on life's sideline. “There's 
always stuff to do,” she says. “So you just 
keep going.” When it comes to giving �me to 

her community, Mary is something of a 
Volunteer Extraordinaire.
 Soon a�er moving to South Elgin, Mary's 
son Andrew started kindergarten at Willard 
School, and she joined the PTO. “At the �me, 
I worked for American Airlines from Monday 
through Thursday,” Mary said. “And Friday 
was my day to help in his classroom. Now 
he's 34 years old!” As Mary reflects on those 
days, she says there are plenty of sweet 

Mary Rees Freeman and her husband Jim 
teach Social Dance Class at the Municipal 
Annex. Watching them spin, twirl and glide 
across the floor, it's easy to forget Mary is 
moving this smoothly with two replacement 
knees and two replacement shoulders.

Con�nued on Page 2

Mary Rees Freeman and her husband Jim teach Social 
Dancing in South Elgin. This summer they have helped 
Lauren Gher and Ma�hew Hul�ne (background) get 
ready for their wedding day dances.

South Elgin
est. 1897

the Extroardinary
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Mary the extraordinary con�nued from front page 

memories. Though she doesn't have much �me for reminiscing.
 Along with volunteering on the South Elgin Recrea�on Board 
and South Elgin FUNda�on Board (501c3 organiza�on), teaching 
dance classes and serving as President of the community fund-
raising organiza�on Altrusa Interna�onal of Elgin, Mary and Jim 
are ac�ve contributors to their church, Epworth United Methodist. 
“One week we provide PADS meals (for the Elgin Shelter), the 
following week is the Soup Kitchen and then the Crisis Center.”
 You’ll note a repea�ng pa�ern ahead where Mary fills a 
short-term need and gets involved for decades. She walked into 
YWCA Camp Tu-Endie-We to enroll her son in swim lessons. She 
walked out as a Board member and volunteer for the next 20 
years. “We hosted a wonderful Halloween Hike around the lake, 
and I played a troll,” she reflected. “It was the most fun I’ve ever 
had volunteering.”  
 Mary's involvement with South Elgin Parks & Recrea�on 
began similarly. “In 1996 I saw a newspaper ad seeking a Board 
member,” Mary said. “I love the outdoors. So I applied.” She has 
been on the Board ever since, and has seen monumental 
changes. At the �me, the Parks & Rec department consisted of a 
handful of parks and playgrounds, and a few children's programs. 
 Today the department maintains 350 acres of parks and 
open spaces, provides community-wide fes�vals (such as 
Pumpkin Patch, October 5), offers a full-scale preschool program, 
operates a highly coveted summer camp, shows free movies in 
the park, and boasts an award-winning all-abili�es playground 
(SEBA Park). “A lot of dedicated people have developed the 
program as South Elgin has grown,” Mary said. 
 This growth includes the Social Dancing class. “Jim and I have 
been teaching it since 2004,” Mary said. “The goal is to make you 
feel comfortable dancing whether it's for your upcoming wedding, 

a friend's wedding or a fundraising gala.” Social Dance class dials 
down the formality of ballroom dancing. It's less in�mida�ng. 
“The goal isn't to turn you into a professional dancer,” Mary said. 
“It's to gain confidence and have fun.”
 This summer, Mary and Jim have been working with  
engaged couple, Ma�hew Hul�ne and Lauren Gher. “We've had 
the pleasure of helping them get ready for those first few dances 
where all eyes are on them,” Mary said. “The wedding dance, 
mother-son dance and father-daughter dance.”
 “Mary and Jim are the absolute best,” said Gher. Hul�ne said 
he wasn't much of a dancer before the class, “but we went to 
another friend's wedding and when Lauren and I danced, nobody 
could believe how good we were.”

   
    
      
     

 Meanwhile, Jim grew up on a farm outside Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. In the late 1950s, he and his brother ordered Arthur 
Murray's dance steps, arranged them on the barn floor and 
taught themselves how to dance. Not surprisingly, Mary later 
learned, “the two brothers always had plenty of dates.”

    with Counselor Bath Scale in 

All Paths Lead to South Elgin
Mary grew up in Rockford, and began volunteering at a Head 
Start program for low-income students while just a first grade Girl 
Scout. “It le� an indelible image,” she said. “Volunteering could 
be fun and rewarding.” 

     came home and found a job

                  When Jim completed his
    tour of duty in Vietnam, he

Mary and Jim Freeman at
Bike Path Park where they
maintain the grounds with
home-grown perennials.

Con�nued on Page 3

South Elgin named top 20 Green power community in USA

Learn more about the rankings here: 

years while LEDs are rated for 12 years. Not only are the LED 

The Village of South Elgin has been considered an EPA Green 
Power Community since October 2018, and we're now 

green-power-communi�es

the en�re Village’s power comes from wind and

rated #12 na�onally in terms of percentage of green 
power usage at 68.9%! More than two-thirds of

www.epa.gov/greenpower/

paired with energy efficiency. All Village 

to their own replacement program). The cost savings for
LED streetlights are substan�al: standard streetlights last 2-3 

The Good News Gets Be�er...and Greener

solar sources.

Clean energy sources are even be�er when they’re

administra�ve buildings use LED bulbs, and most
Village streetlights now uses LED bulbs (note: streetlights
mounted to wooden poles are owned by ComEd and subject

bulbs. Plus LED bulbs cast a brighter, more direc�onal light 

lights less expensive to operate, it won’t require 4-5 trips by a 
Public Works crew and a bucket truck to replace burned-out 

without the UV light; reducing light glare and swarming bugs!  

Caution when paying utilities 
via third party processors 

www.southelgin.com/administra�ve

For residents paying the u�lity bill 
online with a credit card, the Village 
recommends using the free service 
available at southelgin.com. Some 
residents use a third-party online bill 
payment service. While these sites 
are typically trustworthy and safe, 
they o�en charge a convenience fee 
and the funds aren’t always posted 
immediately to your account. This 
becomes an issue if you are quickly 
approaching the due date for your 
u�lity bill, and the delay caused by 
filtering your payment through a 
third party makes the payment post 
as overdue by the �me it reaches the 
Village.  

Follow this link to pay a water/sewer 
bill directly to the Village:



3

Frequently asked questions about the April 2, 2019 sales tax referendum

 Mary gleams when discussing her husband. “He's a true 
southern gentleman,” she says. “And the kindest man you'll meet. 
He's calm, gentle and an expert at 
calming a crying baby.” But there's 
something else that first caught 
Mary's eye. “It doesn't hurt that he 
looks like Sam Ellio� either!” When 
watching them dance, it is evident 
the fondness is mutual.

 While volunteering might be in their bones, Mary’s joints 
don’t always cooperate. She deals with Rheumatoid Arthri�s as 
well as Osteoarthri�s. Along with four joint replacements, her 
fingers and other non-replaced joints can betray her at �mes. 
But they haven't stopped her.

 While Parks & Recrea�on welcomes volunteers, Mary 
suggests the best volunteer opportuni�es engage your personal 
interests. “Do you like animals? Cooking? Teaching? There are 
opportuni�es everywhere,” she said. “Every �me you can help a 
cause important to you, you'll sleep be�er and feel happier too.” 
We imagine Mary must sleep real well. 

 But the biggest item on Mary's wish 
list will require a larger amount of 
�me, money and effort. “I'd love to add 

a zero-depth splash pad for everyone to enjoy - from children to 
seniors,” she said. “We all like to play in the water.”

 “It’s quite simple,” she added, if you do everything to the 
best of your abili�es, and s�ck to it, life is pre�y sa�sfying.”

Mary the Extraordinary con�nued from page 2

Tennessee. An opportunity opened in their Rockford, Illinois 
facility where Mary was an employee. They dated. They married. 
Ul�mately, Jim landed a new job in Chicago while Mary 
con�nued working in Rockford. They decided to relocate to a 
friendly town somewhere central to both jobs. They found South 
Elgin.

 And what's the secret to Mary's 
volunteer-driven dedica�on? “It's 
Jim,” she says without hesita�on. 
“He makes it all possible. In 34 
years, he's never once asked me 
'What's for dinner?'”

 “When you volunteer,” she con�nues, “you're also 
cul�va�ng your children and your friends to give back as well.” 
For Mary and Jim, the proof is in their family portrait. “My 

daughter Felicia is Chief Opera�ons Officer of YWCA Elgin and 
administrator of their Adult ESL Educa�on program,” Mary said. 
“Our son and his family live in Tuscaloosa and are ac�ve in 
animal rescue. Volunteering is just in our bones.”

 Mary understands it's not 
always so easy for others. “I worked. I raised children. I've spent 
�me laid-up. Some�mes there just isn't �me to volunteer. But 
maybe you have an hour to make a meal for PADS, or a few 
bucks to buy an extra bag of dog food to drop off at Anderson 
Animal Shelter. It doesn't require hours every week to create a 
lot of good.”

 Mary is currently seeking a grant to 
install a Li�le Free Library box at SEBA 
Park. She would like to add more 
programming for older residents – 
especially those facing Parkinson's 
Disease and/or arthri�s. “Just 
remembering the sequence of dance 
steps delays the toll of Parkinson's,” 
Mary said. “Card games and 'Sit and Be 
Fit' classes can also meet the needs of 
our aging popula�on.”

police community relations provide education and outreach 

Tip-a-Cop: Go to Village Tavern & Grill, Friday, November 15 from 4-10pm for a Special 
Olympics benefit featuring your local police officers serving meals with a smile!

To learn more about any of these programs, please call 847-741-2151.

Dog Walker Watch: This program encourages residents to assist police efforts by 
providing extra sets of eyes/ears while walking the family dog. Call 847-741-2151 to 
learn more.

Opera�on Book’em: Officer Creighton visits the South Elgin branch of Gail Borden 
Library to share a special story �me. See Calendar on page 5 for dates/�mes.

Too Good for Drugs Program: SEPD will con�nue to teach this essen�al program at our 
five elementary schools (Fox Meadow, Clinton, St. Patrick, Willard and Corron) this 
school year.

TRIAD: South Elgin Police work in coopera�on with community seniors and other 
agencies to provide vital health and safety programs and a Veterans Day of Honor, 
November 6 at Elgin Centre. Watch the Village Facebook page for announcements.

interested in social dancing class?
Learn basic ballroom dance skills 

and gain the confidence to get out 

on the dance floor at your next 

wedding or holiday party. All you 

need is a dance partner, comfortable 

clothing and a water bottle. 

Call 847-622-0003 for details.

35 Years for peg Haacker
1984. It’s the year Ghostbusters first 
appeared on the big screen, and 
Pon�ac launched the Fiero (followed 
by 1985 when Pon�ac realized most 
Fieros were already rus�ng, but 
that’s a different story). It’s also 
when Peg Haacker accepted a job as 
dispatcher at the South Elgin Police 
Department. Thirty five years later 
she’s the most tenured employee in 
the Village! You will see her at many 
of SEPD’s community events - Cone 
with a Cop, free movie nights and 
more. Thank you, Peg! And our 
hear�est congratula�ons!

Kick off your Season of giving

Ÿ Monday, November 25 from 3-7pm
Blood, Food and Toy Drive

Ÿ Heartland Bloodmobile will be in the north lot of the 
Village Hall parking lot

Ÿ Toy and food drop off in SEPD Lobby
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Saturday, October 5
SEBA Park - 9:30-1:30
Free Admission
Pumpkins, Mini Pumpkins
and Corn Stalks for sale 
Pony Rides $2
Concessions

Free activities: Petting Zoo,
Pyramid of Hay, Touch-a-Truck, 
Carving & Painting Station* 
and Kids Trolley Ride*
*with purchase of pumpkin

New this year: Book Fair and 
Halloween Costume Pet Parade at Noon!

 While you’re at SEBA Park, stop by
the Fire Station from 10 am - 1 pm 
                     for an Open House!

Environmental Work Day
Saturday, September 14 from 9-11am

Natural Resource professionals from Hampton, 

Lenzini & Renwick will work with volunteers to  

     cut and haul buckthorn and other invasive 

           species at Brookside Park. Gloves and tools will 

            be provided. All are welcome to join us!

SOUTH ELGIN

Girls Volleyball League
Eight games against Bartle�, Carol 
Stream, Streamwood, and Roselle 
Park District leading to a 
tournament to end the season. 
Volunteer coaches are needed. 
Teams consist of a maximum of 10 
players. Wednesday prac�ces and 
Saturday games. Player clinic 
Tuesday October 1. Registra�on 
Deadline is September 24. 
www.southelgin.com/registra�on

Youth Basketball
A co-ed instruc�onal league designed to 
develop skills and a general 
understanding of the game for students 
Grades 1-6. Modified rules allow for 
more freedom of play, the development 
of each child and equal playing �me. 
Each team will prac�ce one night per 
week and play one game on Saturday. 
There are no game standings. Individual 
requests will not be honored. A 
mul�ple child discount is available 
(cannot be used with Middle School 
Basketball). Registra�on deadline is 
October 2. 
www.southelgin.com/registra�on

November 16
SEBA Park from 2 - 5 pm
South Elgin

Letters to Santa
Trolley Rides with 

Reading of Polar Express
Petting Zoo

 Tree Lighting at 5pm
and more!

Meet Santa from 3 - 4:45pm
Complimentary Soup and S’mores!
Cookie Decorating, bonre and concessions
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Calendar of Events

2 Administra�ve Offices Closed

9 Neighborhood Walk with Mayor - 

15 Tip-a-Cop @ Village Tavern - 4 pm

18 Opera�on Book’em at

November

23 Breakfast with Santa - 

25 Blood, Food, Toy Drive - 3 pm

18 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

16 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

6 Outdoor Movie - Hansen Park

2 Youth Basketball Registra�on    

3 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

23 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

7 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

21 Opera�on Book’em at

September

21 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

16 An Almost Winter Day - 2 pm

21 Coffee with the Mayor at

18 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 Deadline

October

16 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

 Gail Borden South Elgin - 9:30 am

 Gail Borden South Elgin - 11:15 am

5 Pumpkin Patch Fes�val - 9:30 am

16 Opera�on Book’em at

28 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

4 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

4 Tip-a-Cop @ Culver’s - 4 pm

 5:30 pm (Stowell Peddy area)

 Gail Borden South Elgin - 11:15 am

16 Tree Ligh�ng - 5 pm

 Gail Borden South Elgin - 11:15 am

20 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

23 Lunch with Santa

25 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

28 Administra�ve Offices Closed

29 Administra�ve Offices Closed

Visit www.southelgin.com/specialevents  

or call 847-742-5780 for details.

Whether you’re a dental hygienist, hair stylist, restaurant host, bank teller or 
mechanic, you will interact with customers facing memory issues and cogni�ve 
impairments. Gail Borden Librarians are trained to teach South Elgin businesses how 
to become a Demen�a-Friendly Business! 

4-5:30pm at IHOP, 101 S Randall, Elgin.  

A social 
opportunity for 
persons with early-stage 
Alzheimers and demen�a. 
Second Tuesday of the month from 

Gail borden offers dementia-friendly training for businesses

Fall rains can cause flooding along the Fox 

River, and many �mes it can be predicted 

in advance, giving ample warning for 

prepara�on and evacua�on. Visit the 

Village's Facebook page to learn about 

local weather service updates during heavy 

rain events. 

 The Village of South Elgin par�cipates 

in the Community Ra�ng System (CRS), 

which is a voluntary program that 

encourages ac�ons that contribute to flood 

risk reduc�on.  Par�cipa�on in CRS helps 

property owners save on their flood 

insurance premiums. South Elgin has a CRS 

Class 5 ra�ng, which results in savings up 

to 25%. Please be aware there is normally 

Ÿ CE Enterprise Group - 615 Schneider Dr. (Specialty Design/Build Contractor) 

Welcome new businesses to south elgin
The South Elgin Community Development Department and South Elgin 
Economic Development (SEED) welcome the following businesses to the 
Village as of August 1, 2019:

Ÿ Fresenius Kidney Care - 770 N McLean Blvd (Dialysis Center)
Ÿ Rock Breakers - 640 Stevenson Road (Sales and Service of Hydraulic Demo Breakers) 
Ÿ Eternal Tan - 344 Randall Road (Tanning Salon) 
Ÿ Construc�on Ahead, Inc. - 1659 N Lancaster Road (Commercial External Paneling)  

Ÿ City Limits Systems/Pure Pressure - 570 Stevenson Road (Industrial/Commercial 
Cleaning Products)

Ÿ Miracle Ear - 315 Randall Road (Retail) 

Ÿ AGN Proper�es LLC/WRT Fabricast Inc - 400 Industrial Drive (Forming/Stamping 
Metal Parts)

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 

Ÿ One For All Ta�oo - 105 N La Fox Street (Body Art) 

Ÿ 847-742-SEED (7333)   seedsouthelgin.com contact@seedsouthelgin.com

Ÿ Hiwin Technologies - 800 Schneider Drive (Warehouse) 

Ÿ Krishiv Foods, LLC - 372 Division Street (Distribu�on Center)  
Ÿ Premier Architecture - 1000 W Spring St Unit 1A (Architecture Group) 

Ÿ RestoreTech - 725 Schneider Drive, Unit 2 (Cleaning and Restora�on Company) 
Ÿ Gerardo's Carpet - 510 Stevenson Road Unit B (Carpet Sales) 

Ÿ TNT Complete Facility Care Inc - 919 N La Fox Street (Professional Office Space) 

South Elgin’s Rating can lower your flood insurance premiums
a 30-day wai�ng period from the date 

of purchase un�l your policy goes into 

effect.  Talk to you your licensed 

insurance agent about what is and isn’t 

covered by your policy. Visit FEMA's 

Floodsmart website for more 

informa�on:  

h�ps://www.floodsmart.gov/

 To find out more about flood-prone 

areas within the Village of South Elgin 

or if you have any ques�ons, please 

contact the Village of South Elgin's 

Building and Code Enforcement 

Manager and Cer�fied Flood Manager, 

Paul Kruse, at (847)741-3894 or at 

pkruse@southelgin.com. 

Memory Cafe

To learn more about demen�a-friendly training or the Memory Cafe, contact Glenna 
Godinsky: ggodinsky@gailborden.info or call 847-289-5848 

Complimentary Business & Breakfast Meeting
. .Updates from Village Administrator Steve Super  Oct. 17  7:30am

.South Elgin Public Services Building  Registration required
.www.SEEDsouthelgin.com  contact@SEEDsouthelgin.com
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Contact Us
Village Hall

Public Works

Community Development 

Village of South Elgin

Parks & Recrea�on

Police Non-Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 

Emergency

Village Administrator 

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

village board of trustees

847-695-2742

847-741-3894

911

 847-742-5780

847-622-0003

847-741-2151

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 
 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in August to answer a few ques�ons:

It's the fall and let's talk football. Who was your favorite Chicago Bear?
Easy choice: Walter Payton. Classy guy on and off the field. You know when he's the 
running back everyone else s�ll gets compared against, he is truly the all-�me best.

How will lights at the SEHS Football Stadium benefit the en�re community?
We loved playing under the lights in front of a big crowd when I was in high school. 
A lot of us work or have obliga�ons on Saturdays, but we’ll go to Friday night 
games (at SEHS or SCN) and support the community or watch them play a big rival. 
And students will love it too. You're not si�ng in the hot a�ernoon sun to watch a 
game. I think we're just drawn to the lights. And don't forget, Friday Night Lights is 
about more than football. Soccer, Lacrosse, marching band rehearsals will all 
benefit from the new lights too. 

What are a couple of high priori�es for the Village this fall/winter?
We're con�nuing to work on the Route 31 business corridor clean-up. And we'll 
con�nue to talk with IDOT to properly widen McLean Boulevard (between Spring 
and Stearns). It's the only sec�on of McLean that isn't two lanes wide, the road 
itself needs work, traffic gets bo�lenecked and we've already had an open house 
info session for nearby residents. All that's le� is state funding and approval.

       NOTE: Ask Village President Steve Ward your own ques�ons. He’ll be walking 
the neighborhood of Stowell Peddy Park, Monday September 9 from 5:30-
7pm. Or come to the South Elgin branch of Gail Borden Public Library, 
October 21 from 9:30-10:30am and get a complimentary cup of coffee along 
with a chance to chat with Steve Ward and other Village representa�ves.

The Village Light will happily include ques�ons for the Village President submi�ed 
by residents of South Elgin. Please email ques�ons to: cpierce@southelgin.com.

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

Monday, Oct. 21 from 

COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR

9:30-10:30 am

Drop in for complimentary coffee, 
donut and chat with Village President, 
Steve Ward:

127 S McLean Boulevard
South Elgin Branch

 

Gail Borden 
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